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Warsaw, August 25, 2010

Dear All,

In 2010 we celebrate the Chopin bicentennial.  As the honorary chairman of the steering committee for the following two events, I cordially invite you to:

Frederic Chopin’s 200th Birthday Party  – A Polish Jazz Celebration

September 27, 2010 at 7:00 pm, Chicago, Orchestra Hall 
www.cso.org
October 4, 2010 at 8:00 pm, New York, Carnegie Hall

www.carnegiehall.org
In those famous concert halls some 25 Polish, American and Swedish musicians will perform Frederic Chopin inspired folk, jazz and contemporary music.   I am confident that we all will have long memories of those beautiful, moving, unique and stylistically diverse concerts.  

Please,  come to that Birthday Party !  Invite your American friends !  Make Polish music better known in the world.   

More information at www.chopinusa.pl





I hope to see you at the concerts.

Jerzy Stępień

President of Polish Constitutional Court 2006-2008,

jazz musician forever


We would not have dared to propose a musical rendezvous for the audiences of the most wonderful and prestigious concert halls to celebrate Frederic Chopin’s 200th birthday, if we were not convinced that what you will hear is of the highest quality.  This year, one should have expected a flood of ideas on how to honor our great compatriot, and that is just what happened;  all over the world, there is a huge number of concerts, scholarly sessions, and varied publications, all dedicated to Chopin.  It was obvious that jazz musicians too would reach out to Chopin – they have been doing so for decades, not just now.  

However, in our project we intend to go deeper.   On the one hand, we want to present the authentic, beautiful folklore of the Mazovian Region in Poland, in which Chopin grew up, and which served as the source of inspiration for his original music; on the other hand, we attempt to explain why this artistry fascinates jazz musicians, who for a century have been drawing from the melting pot of the New World.  In each of these cases it comes down to improvisation – a skill, so natural among folk musicians, mastered by Chopin, and which forms the essence and driving force of jazz music.   Perhaps one might say that 20th century jazz saved all of the wonderful heritage of European music, through its devotion to melody, harmony, rhythm, as well as a clear understanding of musical freedom, the unique domain of the instrumentalist, who, yet until the 19th century, was offered by the composers a dedicated space and time to deliver his original performance.

Roman Kurowski  and the High Arts Society have decided to entrust the musical direction of the entire event to Krzesimir Dębski, an acknowledged composer and director, as well as a famous jazz musician.  This decision has yielded extraordinary results.  This Maestro, who understands the entire musical tradition of Poland, at the same time grasps  the different forms of contemporary creativity, is proposing an integrated vision – an insight into different musical worlds that are different only in appearance.  He is aided by excellent musicians – they represent different generations and experiences of many artistic schools. This all confirms our belief that real art and real talent remove all fences and blurs boundaries. 

I hope we all will have long memories of this beautiful, moving,  unique, and stylistically diverse concert.



Jerzy Stępień                               





President of the Polish Constitutional Court 2006 - 2008,

jazz musician forever
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